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HEAIRWAVES are:fllled,n W

b How JDyous it would: be:f tbat were true;
but, ‘unfortunately,. nearly; every; Chnstmasr story ‘has.its
grinch —and this one is no. excepuon. e v o

The tragic fact is that the price our. governmenthas paid
in recognizing the People’s Republi¢ of China has not only]
diminished American credibility.in. the:world but has also
darkened the prospects: for peaces And:I- would ;yenture,
that in the: pnvacy of the:Great: all the. Chmese; are

the Nizon and Kissinger. trips and the Shanghaa Communi-
‘que were already on record:The United States: was coxmmt«

Moreover. ordmary Chmesec

wall

“Taiwan.in a° dszerent color from;the’ mamland..Not long
.thereafter, at sporting‘games: that:drew: provincial teams]
.from:all over ~thesmamland ithes stands:: exploded ~withy
cheers when' the announcer 1dent1f1ed one. squad as‘“oury
‘brothers from Taiwan.” Governmeﬁt propaganda reﬂectedv

much the same sentiment.: ;¥ e e
Yet, in private conversatmns the rulers of the Peoples
Republic took a very different view: They were: commxtted,
of course, to.the. “liberation” of Taiwan;. but that.was al-
ways a distinctly'secondary issue:*You have t‘lme~ there m
-no hurry,” they said overand over againy: s 5 i
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Article appeared

> "When President Ford, Secretary Klssmger and I met With chairman
"Mao . Tse-tung in October 1975, he repeated that settlement of the Tai-
wan -question might take the United States and China “one year, ten!
years, or even a hundred years” to achieve. He clearly expected to d1e
Jbefare it happened, and he was equally clear that if the United States:
wanted more time to modxfy opunon at home, that was readﬂy ace:
ceptable... "7, L Vi {
.- What concernéd Mao far more than the Taiwan question —_ and ha.m
. since preoccupied his successors — was the gathering strength of the|
Soviet Union. The leaders in Peking are terrified that one day they
may be encircled by a Soviet empire, eager to gobble them up. Forty-
five Russian divisions are already poised on their northern border, and
in recent months their secunty has deterxorated along their southem
'nmaswell. e o Ee g .;_;._, L :;,
To the Chinese, the key to peace 1s for the Umted States and its wests.
ern allies to act as a firm, reliable counterwexght to Soviet pressures.’
Only if the United States remains a credible world power ~— one that
honors its comrmtmenb and lives up to its responsmmties.'— are they

: 7 ‘?
s On -one hand,* Pekmg was transﬁxed thh the 1dea that the: Soné
- Union sought “hegemony” in many parts-of the globe and was already
' convmced that the West was growing-“soft.” 3+ & ‘-ﬂf?ﬁf gis ¥ \
: 20n the; .other hand wlnle continuing to paylxp semce to “normalxn—
:'tion” of relations  the United States, the Chinese qui€tly accepted
_.the fact that the two sides were deadlocked on that issue: ‘For | several
"years, Peking had insistéd on three preconditions before there could |
be’ "normahzatlon”' 'I'he “United States had to abrogate its mutual de-
fénse treaty 'with Taiwam had to withdraw troops there, and had to:
_withdraw recogmuon from Taiwan, acknowledgmg Peking as the sole,
legmmate government of ‘China. The United States had consistently
“balked at those terms, msxstmg that it would not formally recognize.
s Pekmg until there'was a firm, explicit commitment to settle the Tai:
Wanese issue peacefully. And there the negotlations were stuck. uﬂe;,
)Because of the mportance of the Russian threet, however, the ques-;
= ﬁons of full “normalization” and of Taiwan were never a major barrier;
' to progress on commercial and strategic issues. Clnna and the Umted s
¢ . States had" entered a de facto polmca.l relatlonshlp that had two greatﬁ
£ nrtues- Tt permitted’ both sidés to’ begin' working harmoniously to-]
¥ gether’ and it also allowed the United States to maintain the integrity’;
“ofits comm1tment to- ‘Taiwan. In an lmperlect world, that was a.maj 1;\_
fﬁa comphshment." iR o 3 d

kmg Many Amencans now: agree that aclose, worklng relatlonshlp beu
“tween Washmgton and.Pekmg should advance ‘the cause of peace ; and
4world trade; Personally, I have long felt that in spxte of the totalitarian;
¢'nature of the Chinese government, it was in our own national intemt
vto improve relations with Peking: s i gt < aoh
.- But the eritical question Was the terms on which the recogmtion was
u negotlated. Incredibly, it turns out that the United States has now ac-.
cepted all three of Peking’s original demands <<and has capitulated on;
tits own.demand for a guarantee on Taiwan,: abandoning 2 faithful']
yfriend-in the process. For the first time in our history, a peacetime
gAmencan government has renounced a:treaty thh an ally without
wcause or.benefit. 5551 zw 3

A Figleaf for Retneat st

; _ '~ Specific assurances from.l’ekmg about a peace-}-
ml lutl‘ n to the Talwanese questmn. In _Peking’s eyes, the Taiwanese
f ¢on tmues to be stnctly an internal Jssue,andln 1ts constittmon‘

matter ¢o
ge;hbe:tation . of.Faivan remains anun
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'¥seem imminent, but because of unilateral action by the United States, NATQ allies wonder whether the United States will honor its pledge to?
ELe
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“"'In response, the administratiorf arguesthat the mainland will wink | ./In recent:negotiations in the. Middle East, the Israelis’ announced
at future U.S. arms sales to the Tatwanese But in the same breath, ad- that they were prepared to accept a final plan drafted with American-
mmrstratxon | officials . say sotto. - voce that. those sales will be | help. But when Egypt raised the ante, wé modified our position to ac-,
“restramed"" e ey N o 14w s - e |cept the new Egyptian proposals; and when the Israehs refused to go:
"“The administration also argues that Pelnng has neither the capahxl— along, we publicly kicked them in the shinss ., . CEd Loy
’ity nor the incentive to conquer Taiwan. But any student of Chinese-%: In'Europe; President Carter convinced our German and French alf
hlstory —_ rememhermg that durmg the Cultural. Revolution, only 10 “lies that we would build a neutron bomb,-and Helmut Schmidt coura-
, years ago, 'some of [today’s Chinese leaders were driven down Peking - geously supported him. But.then, in the-face of a-Soviet propaganda:
" streets with sticks —can properly askLWho knows with certainty what - campaign, the administration knuckled under and shelved the project.,
! -lies'ahead? It is true that armed conquest by the mainland does not Even now, .as contradictory:signals emanate from Washington, our,

5\.,-_) i

_staked out a clear unequlvoml position, has invited" others to jom us,

“ister Ian Smith for'the transfer of power; and lree electxons,,we thre)g

_the 17 million people, ‘on Tarwan are now hostage to the changmg
"whlms of the Peking Teadership, .77 "L Fice
. 'Thé térms that the Carter admrmstranon has accepted and even
trumpeted, are the same terms that have’ been. avaﬂable for the past
“seven years But they were always refused before because we knew —
Justas ‘the’ Clnnese knew -— thagm the ‘absénce’ of suffxcrent guaran-
tees, they were but a figleaf for an ab]ect Amencan retreat.
" The tédfrible truth is that thé United States Tow. stands exposed to
i the world asa natwnwrllmg to bgtray.a,friend — even, thexrthere 1%
*no apparent galm.1 ,m & ;;,;,,fg‘ 5 i K
... Therais. of course, room for reasonable men to d.\sagree about the.
benefits that might now accrue to China and the United States in trade
and investment. Contrary to administration clarms, however, I believe:
the gains that are: -likely to occur undoubtedly would{“ha_ve occurred
~anyway under our existing relationship. -+ ¥+ GARi£ 0 V1 Pt
. Qver the past year and a half, before these negohations had even
begun, the Chmese .were ardently seekmg western technology and our ¢
_sales to China: were Tising dramatically. Over the past four months the,
commercial pace has accelerated, and many Amerrcan compames have
begun making serious plans for tradmg with the mamland and invest-
‘ing there. But it has’ always been apparent m. the commercral fleld that’
China needs us more than we need’ them:: Indeed, 1t ‘was preclsely
China’s growing eagerness for tradethat’ gave the United: States’
greater leverage in our- diplomatrc bargammg than'w ‘had ever had
‘before — leverage that we carelessly tossed aside:". .

Morahty and Strategy

A ot one'of trade
and technology but ot fundamental morahty and’ mtelz-natronal
strategy Lx

universal, indeed prlmeval prmciple of morality, it is: that one must noti
' deliver one’s friends fo their enemies " Berger was ‘writing of refugees’|
. fleeing from. Vietnam' in thexr; small “makeshift dinghies;: {‘These:
. boats,” he said, +hear: a mossage. It is a 'simple and ugly, message. Here
is, what happéns to those

For\Presrdent .Carter, who,profelses a _strong” hehef in: Chnstxan,

ethrcs, it should be a tormentmg thought that by his hand,‘ the Umtéd

. now asking, however ‘whether the_ Umted States,ean stlll ,he counted
on to keep its word. Increasmgly in receht years the Umted States’ has

-and then, as counterpressurs have bullt up, hassuddenly, mexphcaw
bly buckled. AR UNERR
In Africa, we commrtted ourselves to support the forcs of modera-

tion. But when black moderatesin Rhodesxa arranged.thhrPrlme Mm-g

»,

in our lot with Marxist radicals:is ¢Afsaria 2o

) our actrons we have also made the - world 2 more daﬁgerous place

hopu ﬂzerrtrust' theUmtedStatesoﬁ -
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raise defense expenditures by about 3percent a year. i~ (I PSRN~ 1
 #%.In Iran, the Carter administration placed consxderable prasure om
‘the shah to accelerate his liberalization program — sometimes, accord-.
ing to reports, against his better judgment. But when trouble broke
out, our government disappeared over:the hill. The world, recognizes;’
even if we do not, that the ‘United States’ conld have been. demonstra;;
. tive in its support for.the shah, issuing firmer statements; engaging mv,

naval deployments, and respondmg with somethmg more than timid-
ity when the Russians warned us to stay out of it " i eiyau g} "‘-'-13":

1 To friends of the Umted States, who havebeen chﬂled by-thy
pent events and by our posture on. SALT, the mindless abandonmen
Maiwan thus comes at a particularly mopportune time.Why‘now* 1
‘why would the president act so. unilaterally, without- consulhng with!
the Congress, especially after the Senate had insisted by &  tinanimous
94-t0-0 vote upon such consultatrons" Unformnately, there are no oasy

‘Understandably, Pekmg has been” promment among ‘those* worned‘
about ‘America’s deteriorating- pésition:in the world. It -hds he'en: par}
txcularlyvdrsmayed about Cuban intervention-in Ethiopia, the maJor
Soviet role in Afghanistan (a neighbor to both China and IranT the prOs
Soviet coup in South Yemen; as well as the hesitant: u. S response 10
Soviet claims with regard to a role .in Iran: Indeed, this area of thej
world — mcludmg Southern Asra, the Persian Gulf ‘and ‘the- Ihdxan
Ocean — is just mportant strateglcally to the Chmese as to'the]
Umted States S [ s “”"«“’* e
‘ The ultxmate n'ony, 7then, of ;this. “normallzatlon”’ iS-ihat Chma,
‘whose" pnmary interest lies ina strong, Steadfast Américan presence’
the world, has now seen just how easx’ly we can be pushed around. ’2
Chmese realize that we have given all and galned notb.mg, and whil
they engage in self-congratulanons they know in their hearts: that by
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it was only a few weeksago, © A7 Mkl st gk S




